
​​​​C H A R T E R

WASHINGTON STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (EMC)
PURPOSE

The Charter outlines the EMC’s legal responsibility with respect to emergency management readiness in Washington State.  The Charter also specifies the EMC’s Operating Arena, Mission, Vision, Guiding Principles and Operating Requirements

& Practices; all critical in directing the Council on its path to success.
STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY
(key provisions from state law)

The EMC is authorized and empowered by the laws contained in Chapter 38.52.030 through .070 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW), which state;
“The Emergency Management Council shall advise the Governor and the Director on all matters pertaining to state and local emergency management.”  (Director refers to the Adjutant General)
“The Council may appoint such ad hoc committees, subcommittees, and working groups as are required to develop specific recommendations for the improvement of emergency management practices, standards, policies, or procedures.”
The Council shall ensure that the governor receives an annual assessment of statewide emergency preparedness including, but not limited to, specific progress on hazard mitigation and reduction efforts, implementation of seismic safety improvements, reduction of flood hazards, and coordination of hazardous materials planning and response activities.”
The Council or a subcommittee thereof shall periodically convene in special session and serve during those sessions as the State Emergency Response Commission required by P.L. 99-499, the emergency planning and community “right-to-know act.”  (The EMC created a standing committee to comply with this provision.)

“The Council shall review administrative rules governing state and local emergency management practices and recommend necessary revisions to the Director.”

“The Emergency Management Council shall advise the director on all aspects of the communications and warning systems and facilities operated or controlled under the provisions of this chapter.”

(The law also directs the EMC to serve as the final appeal body related to State oversight of local emergency planning and in an arbitration role when cities and counties cannot agree on the division of costs when they create joint emergency management organizations.)

EMC OPERATING ARENA

The EMC is the only statutory body in state government which has the responsibility to assess, advise and report to the Governor regarding statewide “all hazards” emergency readiness.  The EMC is an independent body comprised of governor-appointed leaders from state and local government, the private sector, search and rescue volunteers, and other members at large; all having significant public safety and/or emergency management responsibilities.   
MISSION
The Washington State Emergency Management Council advises the Governor and Director on all matters pertaining to state and local emergency management by promoting, assessing and reporting on statewide emergency readiness.
VISION

Washington citizens, public and private infrastructure, and the vitality of Washington’s economy are safe and secure.

METHOD OF OPERATION
PROVIDE A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY FORUM TO ADDRESS CURRENT AND EMERGING ISSUES

     EMC members actively represent their respective agencies, disciplines and/or 
     constituent group.  
     To effectively accomplish its responsibility, the EMC members maintain a working      

     knowledge of core legal, policy and operational documents.  These include, but are 

     not limited to, Homeland Security Presidential Directives (HSPD’s), National 
     Response Plan (NRP), National Incident Management System (NIMS), National 
     Preparedness Goals, RCW Title 38, Related WAC’s, Washington Statewide 
     Homeland Security Strategic Plan and the Washington State Comprehensive 
     Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).

     The EMC charters and oversees committees as appropriate to enhance the ability of 
     the EMC to carry out its overall mission and to specifically respond to current and 
     emerging issues.     
ASSESS THE STATUS OF STATEWIDE ALL-HAZARDS READINESS, TO INCLUDE, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, MITIGATION, PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND RECOVERY  (For EMC purposes, readiness also includes non-traditional areas of 
emergency management such as deterrence, preemption, prevention and protection)
Will monitor, evaluate, assess, and identify readiness gaps and potential solutions to  eliminate those gaps.      
RECOMMEND THE DEVELOPMENT AND/OR IMPROVEMENT OF STATEWIDE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STANDARDS, PRACTICES, POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

PROVIDE TIMELY STRATEGIC POLICY ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR AND 

DIRECTOR ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MATTERS

     The assessments resulting from the above-described processes will form  

     the basis for EMC recommendations/advice for the improvement of emergency 
     management in Washington State.

     Recommendations/advice will be included in the formal annual assessment, and will 

     also be provided as the EMC determines appropriate or, as a result of direction from 

     the Governor or a request from the Governor or Director.

     The EMC will provide recommendations/advice to the Director regarding all WAC’s 

     issued or being processed for issuance by the agency (EMD).

· Seek guidance from the Governor and Adjutant General on “Advice” needed

THE EMC MULTI-YEAR PLAN OF ACTION, BYLAWS AND OTHER OPERATING DOCUMENTS WILL IMPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHARTER.
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