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Members/Alternates Present

	NAME
	ORGANIZATION OR AGENCY

	Jim Scharf
	Police Chiefs/EMC Chairman

	Maj. General Timothy Lowenberg
	Military Department

	Jim Mullen
	EMD

	Dick Walter
	Private Industry

	Charles Duffy
	Fire Protection Bureau

	Carol Fleskes
	Department of Ecology

	John Erickson
	Department of Health

	Ross Gallagher
	County Commissioners

	Marty Best
	State EM Directors

	Paul Pastor
	Pierce County Sheriff

	Bill Gillespie
	Search & Rescue

	Ron Weaver
	Military Department

	Richard Hildreth
	City Officials

	Dave Norman
	Department of Natural Resources

	John Scheer
	Local EM Directors


Other Attendees

	
	

	Jill Bushnell
	WA Military Dept.

	Kathryn Howard
	King County EM

	Bryant Harrison
	FEMA Region X

	Kurt Hardin
	EMD

	Dave Hodgeboom
	Department of Agriculture

	Maillian Uphaus
	EMD

	Nancy Bickford
	WA Military Dept.

	John Schelling
	EMD

	Linda Pilkey-Jarvis
	Department of Ecology

	Steve Smeland
	WSP

	Tyler Ray
	WSP

	Terry Egan
	EMD

	Wendy Freitag
	EMD

	Lynn Cypher
	EMD

	Bev O’Dea
	EMD

	John Ufford
	EMD

	Ron Wilson
	EMD


Call to Order:
Jim Scharf, Chair, called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  It was then announced that a quorum was established.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:
Ron Weaver made the motion to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2010 meeting, this motion was seconded by Bill Gillespie and the minutes were approved.

Remarks and Information:

Military Department – Major General Lowenberg

· General Lowenberg spoke about the executive order that President Obama signed in January 2010 which established the Council of Governors.  This council is comprised of 10 state governors – 5 Republican and 5 Democrat.  Governor Gregoire has been appointed to this council in the position of 1 of 2 chairpersons.  This council meets with the Secretary of Defense, Department of Homeland Security and other officials in Washington DC on issues involving the National Guard, especially military support to civil authorities.

· General Lowenberg spoke about the establishment of the Homeland Response Forces which will respond to catastrophic level events.  One force will be established in each of the 10 FEMA Regions.  Washington State and Ohio have been selected to be the first 2 states to establish one of these forces.

· Regarding Howard Hanson Dam, last week the 24th Governor’s Sub-Cabinet meeting was conducted.  Governor Gregoire and General Lowenberg met with officials in Washington DC last week to discuss a permanent solution for the dam.

· General Lowenberg was asked about how the upcoming furlough day will affect the Military Department and EMD.  His response was that the furlough day will be treated as weekend days are now.  If an incident occurs, the appropriate officials and staff will be notified and the appropriate actions will be taken.

Emergency Management Division (EMD) – Jim Mullen

· EMD has been affected by budget cuts and lost 1 position in February.  Even with these budget cuts, EMD will retain the ability to respond to emergencies.

· Ken Murphy has been appointed as FEMA Region X Administrator.

· Regarding Howard Hanson Dam, EMD’s main focus is to be able to respond to affected cities and King County in the case of flooding issues.
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) – Bryant Harrison for Dennis Hunsinger

· Again noted that Ken Murphy, former Director of Emergency Management for the state of Oregon, has been appointed Administrator for Region X.

· Region X has no open Joint Field Offices at this time.  

· FEMA is working in support of other authorities in the Gulf of Mexico regarding the oil spill because there has been no Stafford Act presidential disaster declaration for this event.

· FEMA is awaiting Congressional action for the re-authorization of the National Flood Insurance Program and supplemental appropriations for the Disaster Relief Fund.
Presentations:

Chris Polit of the Emergency Management Division gave a presentation on the Fire Management Assistance Grant Program.

· This program reimburses local jurisdictions for big expenses related to large fires.

· This is a cost sharing program with the federal government paying for 75% of the costs of federally declared fires.

· The program does not get activated until the state has a federal fire declaration.

· Key to getting a federal declaration is that the state must be notified of the fire.

· Types of declarations are:

· Public Assistance

· Individual Assistance

· Economic Injury

· Agriculture Disasters

Jerry Day of Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) gave a presentation on the fire prospect for this season.

· DNR has 6 Regions in Washington and manages 12.7 million acres

· To date there has been 86 fires this season which is a low number.  Usually by this point in the season there would be over 200 fires.

· Most areas of the state are at above normal precipitation levels due to a very wet spring.

· Weather models show the Pacific Northwest, Northern Rockies and Canada will have a strong high pressure system in place bringing warmer weather and more unusual lightening strikes during later on in July into September.

· According to models, higher than normal temperatures are expected to kick in very rapidly by the middle of July.

· August is predicted to be warmer and dryer than normal.

· September into October is expected to be normal temperature and precipitation.

· In summary, fire season is predicted to be better than normal due to precipitation level and weather patterns.

Linda Pilkey-Jarvis from the Department of Ecology gave a presentation on the spill response program at Ecology and the Gulf of Mexico oil spill.

· Prevention is the #1 goal at Ecology regarding hazardous spills of any sort because once the spill occurs, each minute, more damage is done until the entire spill is cleaned up.

· Ecology focuses on the highest risk companies, which for Washington State are companies with cargo vessels.

· Washington State has one of the lowest spill rates in the nation.

· Ecology receives approximately 4000 complaints each year with 2000 of these complaints requiring a response.

· In Washington State after a spill occurs, the spiller must pay for the cleanup and restoration of the area.

· The Gulf rig explosion was at first a search and rescue mission.

· Slowly everyone realized how much oil was spilling into the Gulf.

· Dispersants were applied to the surface of the water to make the cleanup easier, but no one knows the long term effect on the environment of the Gulf area.

· Equipment from Washington State was sent to the Gulf to help in the oil cleanup process.

· Washington Department of Ecology must balance the amount of help sent to aid the Gulf cleanup effort with keeping enough supplies/equipment that would be needed if a spill occurred here.

· As of now, areas where spills occur rely on volunteers to take on the job of cleaning affected wildlife.

· Scientists determine what type of response is best on the different types of beaches.

· If a spill comparable to the Gulf happened in Puget Sound it would cost approximately 11 billion dollars to clean up and would impact 165,000 jobs.

· Lessons learned include that Ecology must do a better job to involve local jurisdictions in the planning and response processes.  Another issue is the need to get a volunteer system set up ahead of time, possibly through using local emergency management offices as a place for volunteers to gather.  This would involve taking care of the liability issues involving volunteer, which would probably involve legislation changes.

Kurt Hardin of EMD gave an update on the Howard Hanson Dam.

· The interim measure on the grout curtain has been put in place by the Washington Corps of Engineers.

· Dye testing of the pool has taken place and those results will be reported soon.  The level of the pool is at 1167 feet, which is higher than the Corps has kept the level at before.

· The Shelter Workgroup has a plan put together now for long-term housing in the Green River Valley in case of a flooding event.  This group has been working with state logistics staff to identify sheltering possibilities in case that becomes necessary.

· The Monday Sub-Cabinet and Tuesday State Agency Liaison meetings concerning Howard Hanson Dam continue.

Wendy Freitag of EMD gave an update on the Green River Public Messaging Group.

· A key message is the need for those homes and businesses affected by possible flooding to purchase flood insurance.

· FEMA reported that National Flood Insurance Policy dollars will be spent for media spots to areas in the Green River Valley.

· King County Public Health and King County Red Cross are putting out 1 to 2 minute videos to let vulnerable populations in the Green River Valley know what to do in case of a flooding event.

· This messaging group wants to do some surveys with businesses in the Green River Valley to better let the community know what to do in case of a flooding event.

Committee and Workgroup Reports and 2010/11 Action Item Updates 

Committee on Homeland Security (CHS) – John Erickson of Dept of Health
· This committee met in June and their membership is building back up to previous levels with new members added.

· At this meeting Jill Bushnell of the Washington Military Department gave a summary on the 2010 capabilities assessment.

· Denise Mack gave a presentation on Citizen Corp, which is a volunteer organization.  She made a request that this group become a member of the CHS.  John Erickson suggested that this request be put on the next EMC agenda to discuss and possibly take action on.

· Public health issues include that Mexico just announced the end of the H1N1 pandemic.  John reported that there were 17,000 deaths in the United States during this pandemic.  This strain of flu will be included in the annual vaccine this season.

· The first case of West Nile Virus has been recently reported in Yakima and Moses Lake.

· Possible whooping cough & measles outbreaks, especially around summer camps.
Seismic Safety Committee (SSC) – Dave Norman of Dept of Natural Resources

· This committee is active in 3 initiatives:

· The school seismic safety initiative has gotten some funding from FEMA and they have been able to go to Walla Walla School District to do some of the seismic studies. The committee will also go to the Aberdeen School District to do some studies there.

· The committee is working on the training teachers on seismic safety initiative in developing a program in conjunction with FEMA.

· John Schelling of EMD spoke about the resilient state initiative in which the committee is using a study done in San Francisco and using some of the principles of this study to determine the resiliency of Washington State in recovering from an earthquake.  The committee will be conducting workshops on this issue 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) – Ron Wilson of EMD

· An updated hazmat brochure was passed out.

· There have been over 1200 calls into the state duty officers involving hazmat issues.

· SERC is a subcommittee of the EMC that was enacted by federal law to advance the provisions of the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act created in 1986. One of the things that came out of the creation of SERC is the Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC).

· Washington State has 42 LEPCs (1 for each of the 39 counties and cities of Seattle and Kent and Ft. Lewis). 

· LEPCs cover 3 specific areas which are training, reporting and plans.

· Tribes are part of the SERC.

· Some accomplishments of SERC for this year are:

· The May 2010 Planning Conference, which focused on hazmat issues. At this conference, there were regional, national and international speakers in attendance.

· This spring SERC conducted it’s annual conference at the Hammer Training Facility in Richland, Washington which focuses on training volunteer fire fighters.  There were 35 students involved in this 3 day training.
Local Program Workgroup – Marty Best

· This workgroup is having their next meeting on July 14th and this group will be working to develop a strategy for assessment.  One of the things this assessment will work on is to determine what the minimum legal requirements are for a local emergency management program.  The committee hopes to have an updated report on this at the next EMC Meeting.
Maillian Uphaus of EMD noted that a copy of the EMC’s 2009 Annual Report was included in the handouts for this meeting.  This report will also be placed on EMD’s website.

Old and New Business

Jim Scharf requested an Executive Steering Committee conference call be planned before the next EMC Meeting.

The next EMC Meeting will be held on October 7th in Yakima, Washington at the National Guard Armory and will be an all day meeting.

Adjournment

Page 6 of 6

