Emergency Management Council
Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2009
Building 91, Camp Murray, WA

Members/Alternates Present:  Jim Scharf, chair; Dale Jensen, co-chair; John Erickson, Department of Health; Bill Gillespie, Search and Rescue; Dave Norman, Department of Natural Resource; Ron Weaver, Military Department; JoAnn Boggs, Local Emergency Management Directors; Jim Mullen, State Emergency Management; John Scheer, Local EM Directors
Attendees:  Arel Solie, WSP; Dave Hodgeboom, WSDA; L. G. Nelson, WABO; Charles Walruff, YTC ATD; Dick Walter, Assn. of Washington Business; Mike Smith, DOH; Denise Mack, WCNCS; Ryan Warner, DOT.
EMD/MIL Present:  Roger Hieb, Maillian Uphaus, Nancy Bickford, Jill Bushnell, Wendy Freitag, Beverly O’Dea, John Schelling, Brynne Walker, Christine Dill, Dalton Gamboa, Linda Crerar, Chris Utzinger, Terry Egan, Kyle Herman, Don MacSparran, John Schelling.
Call to Order:

The Chair called the meeting to order and asked all members and guests to introduce themselves.  A quorum was established.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:

The Chair asked if all members present had reviewed the minutes from the November 6, 2008 meeting and if there were any corrections or additions.  There were no corrections or additions noted and the minutes from the November 08 EMC Meeting were approved.
The Chair noted that the EMC sub-committee reports will be deferred to the March 5, 2009 meeting.

FEMA Region X & Disaster Declaration Update:
Willie Nunn of FEMA Region 10 and Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO) for the new Washington State disaster declaration, DR-1817-WA, and Kurt Hardin of EMD and State Coordinating Officer (SCO) for this disaster declaration gave an update on the recovery efforts and establishment of a FEMA/State Joint Field Office (JFO).  DR-1817-WA was declared on January 30, 2009 and covers the incident period of January 6-16, 2009.  This declaration covers individual assistance for 8 counties to include King, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Pierce, Snohomish, Thurston and Wahkiakum.  This declaration also includes hazard mitigation assistance statewide.  There have been 621 registrations for assistance and $436,000 has been given out for housing assistance as of February 3rd.  Currently there are 4 Disaster Recovery Centers (DRC) open to include one in Auburn, one in Chehalis, one in Monroe and one in Puyallup.  Three more DRCs are set to open by February 9th.  Yesterday FEMA received a request from Governor Gregoire to add an additional 8 counties to this declaration for individual assistance and that request is being worked on now and will be up for approval shortly.  Those additional counties include Benton, Cowlitz, Clallam, Grays Harbor, Kittitas, Skagit, Whatcom and Jefferson. 
The JFO for this declaration opened this morning and will be operational by noon today.  The JFO is located at the Capitol Mall in Olympia in the old Mervyns building.

Mr. Nunn gave an update on FEMA Region 10 and their interim leadership due to Susan Reinertson’s departure on January 20, 2009.  Nancy Ward of FEMA Region 9 is the Senior Career Advisor as Region 10 waits for their new administrator.  Dennis Hunsinger of FEMA Region 10 is the acting administrator. 
Kurt Hardin, the SCO, noted that there are community relations teams in the 8 declared counties to let citizens know of federal resources that are available due to the disaster declaration.  Mr. Hardin also noted the public assistance request for this event is anticipated to include 22 counties and that request should be forwarded to the FCO by tomorrow morning.  The state is expecting a quick reply on this public assistance request and the governor’s request for an additional 8 counties for individual assistance.

Mr. Hardin then spoke about the snow event in December 2008.  There are 33 counties that are anticipated to be included in this event in 2 categories, which are snow removal and damages from the snow.  This request package is expected to be forwarded to the governor’s office by Friday, February 6th.  This package could not be forwarded to the governor until there were official NOAA records on the amount of snowfall that occurred.  That information was received this week and now this package can go forward.

Mr. Hardin expected the JFO to remain open for the next 3 to 4 months and daily updates will be forwarded to the State Emergency Management Division during this time.
EMD Director’s Comments
Jim Mullen, EMD Director, commented that before the next EMC Meeting there will be some key events which will occur to include that the national FEMA Administrator and the national FEMA Deputy Administrator will be announced for the Obama Administration.  Another issue will be if FEMA remains part of the Homeland Security Administration or if FEMA will be returned to a cabinet level administration. 
Another national issue is that the pre-disaster mitigation program is up for re-authorization.  NEMA representatives are writing a “white paper” to make the case for the importance of this program to President Obama. 

Committee on Homeland Security Recommendations on the State Preparedness Report and State Agency Projects Funding
John Erickson from the Department of Health gave a report on CHS recommendations regarding the State Preparedness Report and state agency projects funding.  The State Preparedness Report was passed by the CHS and the state agency projects funding were passed with opposition to two areas.  One being the mobile incident command vehicle issue and the other was the prioritization process of the state fusion center, which put the center at the bottom of the list of recommendations.  Members of the EMC were present at the CHS meeting earlier this morning and received information on the preparedness report and state agency projects funding recommendations.

John Erickson made a motion to pass the State Preparedness Report, the motion was seconded and the motion passed.

John Erickson made a motion to pass to State Agency Projects funding with the 2 oppositions noted above, the motion was seconded and the motion passed.  
John Erickson made a motion that the UASI funding proposals be approved as written, the motion was seconded and the motion passed.

State All Hazard Strategic Plan

Jill Bushnell from the Military Department presented an overview of the completed draft State All Hazard Strategic Plan, John Erickson from the Department of Health gave a focused presentation on medical surge and Dave Hodgeboom of the Department of Agriculture gave a focused presentation on agriculture.  All of these presentations and the draft plan are available at the link:  ftp://75.146.54.46/EMC/.  This draft plan lists 37 target capabilities and that the objective of the state will be to make improvements in all these areas.  Jill recommended the EMC include an agenda item biannually or annually to reassess where the state is in regard to preparedness. 
Other Business

The Chair asked if there were any other recommendations for future EMC Meetings and  discussed the possibility of having a meeting in Eastern Washington in July 2009.  It was decided that the July EMC Meeting will be held in Eastern Washington, probably in Yakima.  Jim Mullen noted that due to budget constraints there will not be a large group of state staff attending the meeting in Yakima. Maillian Uphaus noted that technology such a teleconferencing or webinars could be utilized for staff who can’t attend in person.
The Chair asked Jim Mullen to comment on the proposed legislative bill to eliminate or limit many state committees.  Mr. Mullen felt the EMC was in good standing and is considered an important commission.
The Chair made final comment regarding funding challenges and to make sure all members make an effort to attend the EMC Meetings.

The Chair made a motion to adjourn, the motion was seconded and the motion passed.
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