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A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF DISASTER RECOVERY / CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS PLANNING FOR THE…
WASHINGTON STATE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS (AOC)

…FOCUSING PRIMARILY ON THE JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (JIS)

Charley Bates, Public Records Officer / Risk 
Management Coordinator

Dennis Longnecker, IT Infrastructure Group Manager
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THERE ARE MANDATED REQUIREMENTS FOR COURTS TO REMAIN OPEN AND TO PROMPTLY ACT UPON DETAINED PERSONS

“…court shall always be open for the transaction of business except on nonjudicial days.”   Article IV, §2, Constitution of the State of Washington

Judicial determinations of probable cause must be made within 48 hours of arrest.  CrR 3.2.1(a)

An adult defendant must have a preliminary appearance before the superior court before the close of business on the next court day.  CrR 3.2.1(d)(1)

Unless an information is filed, or the defendant agrees, the defendant may not be kept in jail for more than 72 hours.  CrR 3.2.1(f)(1).
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AOC’S Mission: TO ADVANCE THE EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE OPERATION OF THE WASHINGTON JUDICIAL SYSTEM

SO…OUR FOCUS DURING A DISASTER / CRISIS SITUATION IS TO:

(1) ASSIST THE COURTS TO GET BACK OPEN AND RUNNING, AND
 
(2) ONCE OPEN, ASSIST THE COURTS TO CONTINUE TO BE OPEN AND RUNNING

ACCESS TO THE JIS SYSTEM IS THE FIRST PRIORITY IN HELPING LOCAL AND APPELATE COURTS GET BACK UP AND RUNNING
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DENNIS SLIDE
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DENNIS SLIDE
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AOC’S ORGANIZATION OF ITS OVERALL 
COOP PLAN PROBABLY LOOKS A LOT 
LIKE THE COOP PLANS OF OTHER 
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES – 
PROBABLY NOTHING REMARKABLE, PER SE
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TIPS FOR PROGRESS

(1) FIND WHAT IS ALREADY OUT THERE THAT MAY HELP YOU
· Templates, Outlines, Forms, Existing COOP Plans

(2) MAKE AND COMMUNICATE DECISIONS EARLY IN THE PROCESS AS TO WHAT FUNCTIONS YOU DO NOT NEED REPRESENTED IN THE PLAN, AND JUDICIOUSLY COMMUNICATE THOSE DECISIONS 
· HELP MANAGEMENT UNDERSTAND THE CONCEPT OF SEPARATING “IMPORTANCE” FROM “CRITICAL IMMEDIATE NEED”

(3) FIND UNIQUE WAYS TO TACKLE THE “I DON’T HAVE TIME TO WORK ON THE PLAN” ISSUE, AS A GROUP

(4) COLLABORATION = CREATIVE SOLUTIONS

(5) SNACKS AND SMALL/SYMBOLIC REWARDS
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QUESTIONS?

COMMENTS?
