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Washington State observes Volcano Awareness Month in May





Camp Murray, Wash. – May is Disaster Preparedness month in Washington State,


Emergency managers, safety officials and educators will be urged to talk to Washington residents about the hazards of volcanoes near their communities as part of the observance. 


“I encourage all citizens to increase their knowledge and awareness of proper safety measures to follow before, during and after a volcanic eruption” through the disaster preparedness 


programs offered by local, state and federal agencies, said Gov. Chris Gregoire. 


	The May 18, 1980, eruption of Mount St. Helens provides a vivid reminder that Washington State has five active volcanoes and is vulnerable to the effects of volcanic eruptions, said Gov. Gregoire.  She said state residents should become familiar with volcano hazards in the communities and take steps to respond effectively to reduce their possible adverse effects to people and property.


The Washington Emergency Management Division (END) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will distribute packets of material which include includes fact sheets and preparedness information about volcanic eruptions. 


The USGS-Cascades Volcano Observatory also will conduct an Open House May 3 at their Vancouver, Wash., facility, 1300 S.E. Cardinal Court, Building 10.  Additional information about Washington’s volcanoes and volcanic hazards can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://volcano.wr.usgs.gov" ��http://volcano.wr.usgs.gov�


Information about Volcano Awareness Month also can be found at the 


Washington Emergency Management Division’s (EMD) web site at � HYPERLINK "http://emd.wa.gov" ��http://emd.wa.gov�   Persons also may contact Rosanne Garrand, EMD public education program coordinator, (253) 512-7419.
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