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	Concept Paper
Agencies Involved:


State EMD


Local LEPC’s


Local EMD


OSPI



WASPC


DOE

(Additional agencies and/or their input and expertise will be added as identified.)

Purpose and Goals:

From elementary school maintenance closets to high school chemistry labs, schools use a variety of chemicals.  When these chemicals are unidentified or mismanaged they put students and school personnel at risk from spills, fires, and other accidental exposure.  Chemical accidents disrupt school schedules and can cost thousands of dollars to repair.

The proposed project is a partnership among at least four agencies and the Washington State School Mapping Project.  The goals for this project are to identify chemicals found in schools and begin a program designed to ensure schools are free from hazards associated with mismanagement of chemicals.  

While every school is unique, all schools can benefit from a comprehensive chemical management program that will ensure, to every extent possible, that they are safe from chemical risks.  Schools can implement a chemical management program over time and see positive results as the program develops.

The proposed project will be conducted in concert with the Local Emergency Planning Committee in the identified county and the Local Emergency Management Office.  A coordinated effort between the schools, the LEPC’s and the Local EMD offices will bring about collaboration and interaction that will ensure the likelihood of success of the program. 

Washington State has 46 Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC). These LEPC's, in concert with their respective local emergency management offices, conduct hazard identification, vulnerability analysis, and risk assessment activities for their jurisdictions.  Federal and state statutes require LEPC's to develop and maintain emergency response plans based on the volumes and types of substances found in, or transported through, their districts.  This is information that will be vital to the schools in developing their chemical management program.

Identified School Districts in Phase I:

Phase I of this project will be limited to the following school districts to ensure funds and project administration will be used wisely and bring about the desired outcome, safer schools for the children of Washington State.

· Yakima


 (Fourteen elementary schools, five middle schools, and five high schools)

· Spokane


 (Thirty-five elementary schools, six middle schools, and six high schools)

· Wenatchee


 (Seven elementary schools, three middle schools, and two high schools)

· Tacoma


 (Thirty-six elementary schools, twelve middle schools, and seven high schools)

· Vancouver


 (Twenty-one elementary schools, six middle schools, and five high schools)

· Renton


 (Thirteen elementary schools, three middle schools, and three high schools)

· Puyallup


 (Twenty-three elementary schools, six Jr. high schools, and four high schools)

· Sumner


 (Eight elementary schools, three middle schools, and two high schools) 

· Everett


 (Seventeen elementary schools, five middle schools, and four high  schools)

· Sunnyside


 (Four elementary schools, two middle schools, and two high schools)

· Kent


 (Twenty-eight elementary schools, 7 middle schools, and five high schools)

This list may be modified as recommended by EMD based on their knowledge of LEPC’s in the area.  Additional schools may be added by EMD based on the need for coordination between certain identified LEPC’s and school districts. (Kent was added by EMD because of the strong LEPC presence in Kent.)

Scope of proposed project:

· Inventory of all chemicals present in the identified schools, including location and chemical names. 

· Update inventory when chemicals are purchased or used up and an inventory of the entire stock of chemicals annually.

· The above information will be collected and shared with The Washington State School Mapping Project to ensure consistent information gathering and reporting.

· Training for school administrators and staff consistent with DOE objectives concerning the safe storage and management of hazardous materials.

· Coordination with the LEPC in the identified area to ensure cooperation and knowledge of the goals established by both the LEPC and the schools in the area of hazardous material management.  This may also provide an opportunity for the school to become an informed and involved member of the local LEPC/Local Emergency Management Office. 

· Education for schools on the proper handling, storage and disposal requirements of hazardous materials in Washington State.

· Education on the reading and understanding of Material Safety Data Sheets.

· Education for school nurses and staff on how they can be prepared to recognize and treat injuries resulting from chemical exposures or accidents until the local first responders can arrive on the scene.

· Education and information for schools addressing the disposal of substances from the school laboratory.  Reference:  “Hazardous Waste Management for School Laboratories and Classrooms” 


 (EPA 908-F-06-001).

In addition to the above issues the following will also be addressed in the training program:

· Personal Protective Equipment

· Laboratory Ventilation

· Tools and Resources to maintain a health school environment

This proposed project may be expanded as needed and modified as it is implemented to better serve the schools in Washington State.  










