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	Earthquake Hazards and Protection
The USGS provides an excellent earthquake preparedness Web site. Here are some highlights: 

Planning for an Earthquake
1. Make sure each member of your family knows what to do no matter where they are when EQs occur: 

· Establish a mtg place where you can all reunite afterward 

· Find out about EQ plans developed by children's school or day care 

· Remember transportation may be disrupted, keep some emergency supplies--food, liquids, and comfortable shoes, for example--at work 

2. KNOW where you gas, electric and water main shutoffs are and how to turn them off if there is a leak or electrical short. Make sure older members of the family can shut off utilities 

3. LOCATE your nearest fire and police stations and emergency medical facility 

4. TALK to your neighbors--how could they help you, or you them after an EQ 

5. TAKE Red Cross First Aid and CPR Training Course. 

What to do in an Earthquake
1. If you are INDOORS--STAY THERE! (Get under a desk or table and hang on to it, or move into a hallway or get against an inside wall. STAY CLEAR of windows, fireplaces, and heavy furniture or appliances. GET OUT of the kitchen, which is a dangerous place (things can fall on you). DON'T run downstairs or rush outside while the bldg is shaking or while there is danger of falling and hurting yourself or being hit by falling glass or debris. 

2. If you are OUTSIDE-- get into the OPEN, away from bldgs, power lines, chimneys, and anything else that might fall on you. 

3. If you are DRIVING--stop, but carefully. Move your car as far out of traffic as possible. DO NOT stop on or under a bridge or overpass or under trees, light posts, power lines, or signs. STAY INSIDE your car until the shaking stops. When you RESUME driving watch for breaks in the pavement, fallen rocks, and bumps in the road at bridge approaches. 

4. If you are in a MOUNTAINOUS AREA--watch out for falling rock, landslides, trees, and other debris that could be loosened by quakes. 
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Learn More!
General Resources about Earthquakes
Online Resources
· USGS Earthquakes for Kids
This extensive site has resources available by grade level, teachers' resources, lesson plans, links, preparedness pages and much more! A great starting place for teaching about earthquakes. 

· Earthquakes: General Interest Publication
This USGS publication takes a look at earthquakes in history, where and how they occur, and gives a general overview of how they are measured. 

· USGS Earthquake Hazards Program
This site offers monitoring of earthquakes, offers teaching resources, and offers information about earthquake preparedness. 

· San Francisco Exploratorium: Earthquakes
This page has a valuable set of links to important earthquake learning Web sites. Also look under "Activities" for original Exploratorium lessons and themes. 

· Earthquake Shake
Find out what a seismograph is, as well as other earthquake facts, from The Tech Museum of Innovation. 

· Earthpulse Center
This simulation enables students to monitor earthquakes and to gain an understanding of this natural phenomenon. 

· Center for Earthquake Research and Information
This site includes earthquake facts and fiction, the latest earthquake information, and seismology information. 

· Earthquake Myths and Folklore
Learn how various cultures have explained earthquakes throughout history! 

· What is Richter Magnitude?
With a "short answer" and a "long answer" to that question, students of all ages and abilities can learn about the Richter Scale. 

· Earthquakes - How Shall We Tell the Children?
Earthquakes from one Christian perspective. 

Books 

· McMorrow, Catherine, Marchesi, Sthepen (Illustrator), Quake! (Step into Reading, Step 4, paper), Random House 

· Editors of Klutz, Disaster Science, Klutz, Inc 

· Watt, Fiona, Earthquakes and Volcanoes (Usborne Understanding Geography), E D C Publications 

· VanCleave, Janice Pratt, Janice VanCleave's Earthquakes: Mind-boggling Experiments You Can Turn Into Science Fair Projects, John Wiley & Sons 

· Chippendale, Lisa A., The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 (Great Disasters and Their Reforms), Chelsea House Pub 

· Givon, Hannah Gelman, Uttal, David (Illustrator), We Shake in a Quake, Ten Speed Press 

· Moreau, Roger, Natural Disaster Mazes, Sterling Publications 










