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	Is Washington State Really Earthquake County

Introduction 
Your parents told you this past weekend that your family is moving to Washington State.  All of the kids have been teasing you that Washington is earthquake country.  You are unsure what they mean.  You've heard about earthquakes there.  Your task is to find out what you can about earthquakes and discover how your family can be prepared for such an event. 
  


The Task 

In completing this task you will answer these questions: 

1. Why do earthquakes happen? 

2. Where do earthquakes take place? 

3.  How do I prepare for an earthquake? 

4. Is Washington really earthquake country? 

You will also be making a model of a seismograph, writing an earthquake safety booklet, and participating in class discussions. 
  


Resources 

Use the following sites to help you in your search: 

· Why the Earth Shakes--  facts about the causes of earthquakes 

· Earthquake Map-- shows locations of earthquakes, including those in the last 30 minutes 

· Preparing for an Earthquake--  what to do before, during, and after 

· Earthquake Glossary--  words about earthquakes and what they mean 

· Devil's Punchbowl--  see a video of earthquake faulting 

· Seismographs--  how they work, what they look like, and how to make one 

· World Record Quakes-- see pictures and read about the biggest earthquakes 

· CHALLENGE--  try this crossword puzzle with your group 


The Process 

1. Record the names of your group members in your handbook. 

2. Record answers to the task questions in your handbook, using the Internet resources as needed. 

3. Create an Earthquake Safety booklet for your family. 

4. Complete the seismograph project as your final activity.  Share with your teacher how it works. 



Evaluation 

Your Webquest will be rated on the following: 

· Group cooperation 

· Question completion and correctness 

· Participation in class discussions 

· Earthquake Safety booklet 

· Completed project 

· Project presentation 

· Final quiz 


Conclusion 

By completing this Webquest you will become an earthquake expert and assure that your family will be safe in their new home.









