	Transporting Students with Disabilities

During and After an Emergency or Disaster

	Mobility, Hearing and Sight Disabilities


	
	

	
	The transportation of Special Needs students does not come without certain challenges.  Children are all different sizes and their disabilities will range from very mild to severe and profound.  We are limiting our information to the pick up and delivery of students during and after an emergency or disaster, during normal school hours.  Further, while we recognize disabilities are many and varied this information is limited to mobility, sight and hearing disabilities.



	
	Emergency Evacuation for Special Needs Students

	
	The transportation department will develop a written plan for emergency evacuation of special needs students.  As is the case with all students exercises and drills will need to be conducted on a regular basis.  The number of drills will be based on direction from the district transportation office.  During drills administrators, teachers and other specialists may be present to assist with the drill.  All drills should be conducted on school property.  A debrief of the drill is absolutely necessary to make changes as indicated in the evacuation procedures. 


	
	Reasons for Evacuation

	
	The bus driver will ultimately make the decision if it is safer to be inside or outside of the bus.  

· A fire on or near the bus.

· Danger of flooded.  (flash flooding)

· Close proximity to or on a railroad track.

· Bus is near a steep cliff.

· Danger of being hit by another vehicle.

· Bus is broken down on the highway in a poor visibility area.  

· A natural emergency such as an earthquake, storm, etc.

· Gasoline leaking from the bus.

· After an earthquake and if downed power lines are present it may prove safer to keep students inside the bus.
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	Issues of Concern

	
	· Are there some students that can help?  These students should be identified before the emergency or disaster, and they should have practiced assisting the bus driver with evacuation if possible.

· Can the students be evacuated in their wheelchairs or must they be removed from their chairs?

  

	
	Important Points

	
	· Remain calm.

· Keep directions very simple and clear.

· Keep the written transportation plan on the bus for ready reference.

· Make sure all bus monitors are totally familiar with your emergency procedures.

  

	
	Methods of Evacuation

	
	· Front Door (service door).

· Rear Door (emergency door).

· Front and read door simultaneously.

· There may be other methods of evacuating students that have been identified by the district transportation office.

All students should be removed from the bus by the most convenient and safe method.  Remember, there is only a short period of time for evacuation, time is of the essence.  EMS personnel and your local fire department can assist with information about the movement of non-ambulatory students.  

The school nurse is a valuable resource that should be consulted in the planning and drill phase of the school emergency management plan.  
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	Training of Transportation Personnel

	
	· First Aid and CPR are highly recommended for all transporters of all students’ especially special needs students.  Check with state requirements.

· Evacuation procedures, and all written plans should be familiar to all those involved in transportation. 

· Drivers and attendants should be trained on: legal mandates, state and local laws, district procedures, training on equipment, behavior management, care in emergency situations, and general operating procedures.

· Emergency information about the students should be kept on the bus at all times; however, transportation providers should understand this is confidential data under the Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1984 and handled as such.
· In-service education should be made available to all transportation providers in the above references areas as well as others identified as necessary to the health and safety of the students.  
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	Mobility

	
	There are over 2,500 different wheelchairs in use today.  It is recognized that there are several essential items that must be on each wheelchair.  The required items for both manual and electrically operated wheelchairs include:

· Safety lap belt in good working condition.  Automobile style no Velcro.

· Working hand brakes for manually operated wheelchairs.

· Electric wheelchairs must have working hand brakes or automatic brake activation when wheelchair power is disengaged.

· Properly inflated tires.

· Properly positioned headrests.

· Footrests.

· Anti-tilting devices.

· It should be recognized that on an individual basis certain disabled students may require additional equipment necessary in the transportation of the student.  This additional equipment must be used each and every trip on the school bus.

· Emergency supply kit attached to the back of the chair.  Safety items in the kit should include: gloves, a flash light, whistle, perishable food items, water, and other items as are necessary to the safety of the student.

· Hard hat attached to the back of the chair to protect the student during an emergency such as falling debris following an earthquake.

When the bus driver is tasked with transporting a disabled child certain things should occur before the emergency or disaster occurs:

· Visit with the parent and establish the special needs of the students as well as the size and type of the wheelchair. 
· Secure a copy of each student’s information sheet and medical card keep these on the bus at all times.  The form should be updated as necessary.  
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	Visual and Hearing Impairments

	
	Students who are deaf, hearing impaired, and sight impaired or blind will require special considerations during transport.  Consistency is key to the well being of these students.  They respond well to consistency in seating, communication and daily management.  Students who are deaf or blind are easily distracted and often upset if there is a drastic change in their daily activity.  Care in this area will make transportation easier when an emergency or disaster strikes.

Deaf or Hearing Impaired Students

· Students may communicate through sign language.

· Students may lip-read.

· The school bus transporter should be familiar with the way each of the students on their buses communicates.

· The transporter should know basic sign language, if this is the method of communication used by the student.  It will be absolutely essential for the transporter to have the ability to sign emergency instructions and directions.

· If a student is hard of hearing it is important that the transporter be patient and willing to repeat directions and information in clear manner. 

· Make sure students who lip-read can see your lips when you are speaking.


Speak slowly and in the normal way, avoid over exaggerated mouth 
movements.  

Visual Impairment or Blind Students

· The degree of assistance needed by this student population will depend on the independent functional level of each individual student.

· Careful assessment must be made as to the level of assistance needed.

· Maintain a consistent daily routine for these students, which include the same seat assignment.

· Verbal communication should be used to provide compensation for what cannot be seen.  The transporter becomes the eyes of the blind student in an emergency or disaster.

· Communication should be clear, friendly and direct.



	
	


















