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TO: 

Emergency Managers, Public Educators, The Public 
FROM: 
U.S. Geological Survey and Washington State Emergency Management Division 

SUBJECT:
Volcano Awareness Month, 2008
May 18, 1980 remains a vivid memory for millions of Washington’s residents as the day that Mount St. Helens propelled volcanic ash skyward to an altitude of 80,000 feet in just 15 minutes.   Volcanic ash clouds traveled across our state and around the world, as did the message that Cascade Range volcanoes are capable of eruptions.  They can disrupt our lives, our state’s economy, and entire regions of our nation.  Eruptions in the Cascades have occurred at an average rate of 1-2 per century during the past 4,000 years, and future eruptions are certain.   Many of those eruptions would have caused considerable property damage and loss of life if they had occurred today.  The USGS and the University of Washington’s Pacific Northwest Seismographic Network monitor the Washington Cascade volcanoes to detect subtle changes that may herald the next eruption and work closely with local, State and Federal emergency managers to prepare for the next volcanic eruption in Washington.

We invite you to learn more about volcanoes and volcanic hazards in Washington State by visiting the USGS website at http://volcano.wr.usgs.gov.

In Commemoration of this event, and to ensure Washington State’s citizens are better prepared for volcanic eruptions, we are sending you this packet of materials, which includes the Governor’s Proclamation announcing May as “Volcano Awareness Month” in Washington State. 
Open House at U.S. Geological Survey’s – Cascade Volcano Observatory

Public Open House: The USGS-Cascades Volcano Observatory invites you to learn more about Washington’s volcanoes and their hazards during an Open House on May 3, 2008 between 10:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., in Vancouver, Washington.  This is an opportunity for a hands-on tour of volcano monitoring equipment, research facilities, exhibits and discussions with scientists.  Learn more about the open house and where we are located by visiting our website: http://vulcan.wr.usgs.gov.

Special Invitation to Emergency Managers, Safety Officials, Educators: We would like to talk with you about volcanoes that are near your community, and invite you to identify yourself in your role as a safety official, emergency manager, or educator.    

