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	Why build a program?

	
	All schools can benefit from a comprehensive chemical management program to ensure they are safe from chemical risks.  Most schools will need assistance implementing a chemical cleanout and prevention program.  Building partnerships with state, tribal, and local government agencies, chemical suppliers and distributors, and waste handlers will be necessary in developing a successful chemical management program.  This program will not be completed overnight, it will take time to implement every aspect of the program but each aspect adopted will make the school safer for students and staff.
  

	
	   Starting a program…

	
	To start the program: 

· Assemble a team of teachers, facilities staff, school nurses, administrators, and community partners with technical expertise to assess chemical safety issues and set policy.

· Organize and build support for a comprehensive chemical management program.

· Foster frequent and open communication between team members.




	Comprehensive Chemical Management

  

	for Schools (Continued)


	
	The Administrators Roll

	
	Administrators will play an active role in addressing chemical mismanagement issues by executing the necessary steps to implement a program:

· Serve as a liaison between teachers, the school district, and community partners.

· Work with the community partners such as fire, local emergency management, the LEPC’s, and other agencies as identified.
· Implement sound policies regarding the purchase, inventory, use, management, storage, and disposal of chemicals in schools.

· Plan for a chemical inventory of all areas of the school.

· Arrange for appropriate expertise in the removal of unwanted and accumulated chemicals.

· Provide chemical management training for teachers and staff.

· Ensure all chemical safety equipment is working and personnel and students are trained on the proper use of the equipment.

· Budget permitting, consider contracting with vendors who provide chemical and resource management services.

  

	
	   The Teachers Roll

	
	Teachers can reduce the environmental and health hazards in their school by ensuring that classroom chemicals are managed in a responsible manner, and work to establish a comprehensive chemical management program by:

· Learning about chemical hazards, safety practices, and requirements for handling chemicals.

· Obtaining and maintaining Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).

· Working with chemical management professionals to identify and remove chemical hazards in your school.

· Ensuring that your lab or classroom is equipped to handle potential mishaps associated with chemicals.

· Taking into account the toxicity and quantity of chemicals used to clean and maintain classrooms, and teach science, the arts, and vocational sciences.

· Evaluating all chemicals coming into the school.

· Centralizing your classroom’s chemical inventory.

· Building awareness of the issue with others in the school system.
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	Facilities and Maintenance Personnel Roll

	
	Facilities personnel are instrumental in a comprehensive chemical management program.  It is important for personnel to be trained on proper chemical management because a successful program is not limited to chemicals used in the classroom, but also includes chemicals found in maintenance and cleaning supplies.  Facilities personnel can help implement the comprehensive chemical management program by:

· Complying with state and local purchasing, use, storage, and disposal guidelines.

· Ensuring that all facility maintenance staff members receive effective training and have the tools needed to keep school facilities in good condition.

· Building awareness of the issue with others in the school system.

· Obtaining support at all levels with the school to address chemical use and management.

· Purchasing and using less toxic cleaners.

  

	
	   School Nurses Roll

	
	As school and medical professionals, school nurses have a special interest in keeping students healthy and safe.  School nurses can:

· Be prepared to recognize and treat injuries resulting from chemical exposures or accidents.

· Educate students and staff about the importance of responsible chemical management from a health perspective.  Evaluate the nurses office for potentially dangerous materials, such as:

· Thermometers containing mercury.

· Blood pressure gauges containing mercury.

· Pharmaceuticals.
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	Parents Roll

	
	A healthy school setting enhances the learning environment for students.

Parents can help their school create a healthy learning environment by:

· Learning about healthy school environments.

· Working as part of a team with school administrators, teachers, and others to identify priority issues and address environmental health issues.

· Identifying and recommending community partners who may be able to lend expertise to address the issue of chemicals in schools.

· Evaluating the chemicals you contribute to the school environment for risk and necessity (example: art supplies, cleaners, etc.).
  

















